1637 -38] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1638 261

CHAPTER XI.
A COLLECTION OF VARIOUS MATTERS.

N St. Barnabas’s day, we had an earthquake in
some places; and it was so perceptible that
the Savages were greatly surprised to see their

bark plates collide with each other, and the water
spill out of their kettles. This drew from them a
loud cry of astonishment.

This is a fine way to end a lawsuit. A Savage
having absented himself from home, for I know not
what reason, his wife, being wooed in his absence,
married another. A few months after these second
nuptials, the first husband returned and wished to
have her back again; the other one not consenting
to give her up, a lawsuit results; the father of the
woman decides the contention without appeal. He
takes a stick, carries it a short distance away, and
sticks it in the ground; then, addressing the litigants,
he says, ‘““ He who shall first bring back that stick
shall have my daughter,’’ and tells them to run. The
woman was assigned to him who had the better legs,
and the suit was so entirely [70] settled, that it was
never more spoken of exceptasa joke. Thisperform-
ance is as amusing as their inconstancy in marriage
is cause for sadness. The bond, so strong, which
holds man and wife under the same yoke, will be
very hard to fasten upon the Savages. The.Gentle-
men of New France seem to me to have made some
beginning towards correcting this evil; they are truly



